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Dear Subscribers and Friends
We live in unsettling and frustrating times and, like everybody else in the country, the RTWSO
is not immune from the effects of Covid-19. We were immensely frustrated not to be able to
perform our last two concerts in the 2019-2020 season when lockdown began and the
Assembly Hall was closed. We had very much been looking forward to Barry Wordsworth’s
concert with Tom Gould in April and Rod Dunk’s May concert of symphonies by Mozart and
Bruckner would have been a high point of the season, but they were not to be.
While not being able to hear concerts is frustrating, for professional freelance musicians, whose
source of income dried up overnight, the current situation is devastating and we offer every
sympathy to all our regular professionals who have not been able to play for us. They, more than
anybody, are desperate for music venues to become available once more and for distancing to
be relaxed.
On a more positive note, we have been overwhelmed by the generosity of our subscribers,
many of whom have been kind enough to donate money to the Orchestra that they could have
claimed as refunds. Thank you!
But looking to the future, there are two topics that I would like to bring to your attention:
the AGM and our Next Season.

The AGM
Our constitution as a registered charity obliges us to hold an Annual General Meeting and
stipulates when it should be held. You will not be surprised to hear that on the date we have
specified for the 2020 AGM – Friday 26 June – there is no venue available for a meeting, and
meetings have been vetoed. So this year our AGM will be a very constrained affair, pruned back
to the absolute basics with no musical entertainment and no delicious asparagus rolls. The
charity trustees will hold a virtual meeting on the internet Zoom system in order to comply
with our obligations, and this will preclude the attendance of other people who would normally
have joined us for the occasion. To compensate, all the usual reports of our activities, along with
the annual accounts, will be posted on the RTWSO website (rtwso.org) for you to see.

These include:
• The Orchestra Manager’s report
• The Ticket Manager’s report
• The Treasurer’s report
• Marketing report
• Education outreach
You are welcome to make comments or ask questions by emailing them to me:
(chairman@rtwso.org) and I will act as your proxy at the meeting.
As well as receiving reports, we need to elect a Committee for 2020-21. Peter Mansfield
(Treasurer), Miriam Kuikman (Concert Day Manager) and I (Chairman) will be standing down at
the AGM and this will mean a number of changes to the Committee. We are very fortunate that
Alexandra Woollard has agreed to stand for Treasurer, Pamela Mansfield for Concert Day
Manager and Frances Armstrong for Chair and I know that each of them will do an excellent job
for us. Because Frances Armstrong is standing for Chairman, she will relinquish the role of Editor
and we are grateful to Zoe Hayward for agreeing to take on that role.

We currently have the following nominations:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chairman
Secretary &Ticket Manager
Treasurer
Librarian
Players Representative
Orchestral Manager
Deputy Chairman
Editor
Concert Day Manager

Frances Armstrong
Gale Smith
Alexandra Woollard
Libby Summers
Helen Pye
Anne Parker
Andrew Muir
Zoe Hayward
Pamela Mansfield

The following are appointed by the committee:
• Music Director
Roderick Dunk
• Marketing Manager
Barrie Crowhurst
• Social Media Coordinator
Becky MacGibbon
• Education Officer
Yvonne Smith

If you wish to nominate anyone for the Committee, the consent of the nominee must be
obtained and the nomination must be proposed and seconded in writing, and sent to reach
Gale Smith by 12th June 2020 (email: tickets@rtwso.org).
There are three items which have been proposed and seconded by the Committee that I
invite you to vote on:
• To accept the annual accounts
• To agree to the revision to accounting procedure contained in the Treasurer’s report
• To accept the nominations for election to the Committee
Votes to chairman@rtwso.org by 24 June, please. People for whom we have no email
address will receive all the reports and details through the post.
I would particularly like to record the Orchestra’s gratitude to Peter Mansfield for his work
on our finances during his short tenure as Treasurer. As well as updating our financial
systems, Peter has undertaken the enormous background work that has enabled us to claim
almost £15,000 from HMRC through their Orchestra Tax Relief initiative.
Thanks also to Miriam Kuikman for her work over a number of years looking after our
soloists, a job that she has done brilliantly.
This year the Friends’ AGM will be held separately from that of the Orchestra and Friends
will be contacted in due course about the arrangements for it.

Next Season
In normal years, sales of season tickets for our 2020-21 season would be well under way
by now. We have a season of six first-rate concerts lined up for you running from October
to May, but we have decided not to start selling them before we know more about the
availability of the Assembly Hall and government regulations about holding meetings.
We plan to be in touch with you in a couple of months’ time when, with luck, we will be
clearer about the future. In the meantime, see next page a resume of the planned season
for your diaries.

Thank you
As mentioned above, I shall be stepping down as Orchestra Chairman on 26 June at the AGM so I would like to
take this opportunity of saying what an honour it has been to lead the RTWSO’s activities over the last seven
years and how grateful I am to all the members of the Committee for their commitment to making such a
success of what I like to say is the finest orchestra of its type in the region. And, of course, none of this would
have been possible without our wonderful players whose skill and dedication, under Rod Dunk’s direction, have
given us so many inspirational concerts. But it is time for fresh ideas on how to plan for the future by building
on past success and I am confident that in Frances Armstrong we have just the right person for me to hand
over the reins to.
Giles Clarke

